
Homework 
 
At OLSJ we are always looking for ways of doing things better to 
improve the children’s learning and to improve as a school, 
because of this, we have set up a trial homework system. We 
potentially will be using this systemacross the school for the next 
academic year. 
 
The reasoning behind the homework 
Many aspects of learning are based on continual practice, so for the homework we 
aim for it to be little and often with children completing tasks they can do 
independently. The tasks that offer a huge benefit to learning are: timetables 
(including written methods and basic number bonds), reading regularly, summarising 
what they have read, handwriting and spellings. These tasks will be the same every 
week. We also want to promote family discussions so have a big family question. 
 
Multiplication 
If a child knows their times tables it makes many maths tasks a lot easier. We spend 
time within school practicing these, but additional, daily home practice would make 
a huge difference! The national curriculum sets which year group should know which 
times table. We have set the homework based on this, even if a child knows their 
tables there is always the opportunity to further embed and improve their speed. 
  
Reading 
As always we expect children to read each night for around15 minutes. Once a week 
we would like them to summarise their story, this is an important skill in the new 
curriculum that needs consistent practice.  
 
Handwriting  
This is another skill that needs continual practice. Because of this we have added it 
to the form. They will only have one letter to practice each week. 
 
Spellings 
Spelling takes a lot of practice, however most spellings are based around knowing 
spelling patterns. The spellings are based around the patterns the children will learn 
in class. The number of spellings varies each week depending on how tricky the 
pattern is. Please discuss what they notice about the spellings and look for a pattern, 
this means they will not only know how to spell these specific words but learn a skill 
to apply to other words. 
 
Big Question 
Speaking and listening is a really important skill and we want homework to be 
straightforward, engaging and achievable. Getting your children to discuss a 
question, collect different answers and think about tricky concepts is really 
important. Not only does it improve their speaking and listening, but also their 
understanding that people think about issues in a different way, and question other 
people’s opinions. 



 
We also understand you may have more than one child attending OLSJ in the past. 
This could make homework very tricky to complete. Because of this we have tried to 
make it that older children are able to support the younger ones. The handwriting 
and big question are the same throughout the school (Year one to six). This will 
hopefully make it easier and with the format being the same every week the children 
should get into the habit.  
 
Questions: 
What if I’d like my child to get more homework? 
As a school we value home time, and don’t want to put undue pressure or stress on 
the family, so have limited it to this amount. If you would like your child to do more 
we recommend CGP workbooks; however do not feel that it is necessary. We also 
have Times Tables Rockstar, which is available for all children to use online. 
 
My child finds the homework hard and can’t complete it all. What should I do? 
The amount of homework is what is expected for that child’s age, we do expect 
them to complete it, as it should not take too long. However if your child has tried 
and cannot complete it please send it in with a note saying this. The class teacher 
may then either change it, or provide your child with the opportunity to complete it 
during school hours. Please note that times tables are something which can take a 
long time at the start, but the children get quicker. Give them a maximum of 3 
minutes a day and we are sure their score will increase. 
 
I have two children in the school and parts of their sheets are the same. Why is this? 
As mentioned some parts of the homework is designed so the whole school have the 
same (big question and handwriting), however there may be weeks where children 
in different years have similar times tables. Additionally, spelling lists are the same 
for year 3 and 4, and 5 and 6. This means there may be a couple weeks of cross-over, 
but it will be rare. 
 
 
If you have any more questions about this please ask either Mr Everden or the class 
teacher. The aim is that a similar program will be introduced across the whole 
school, but we want it to best meet the needs of our pupils, so feedback would be 
greatly received 


